
Harmony Church – Chronological Bible Study Guide - Genesis Chapters 6-7  

Wickedness Multiplies 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gpMEvJRI-pQ (First 5 minutes of video cover chapters 6-7) 

Ten generations pass, and humankind becomes more evil. God begins to lament his creation and makes plans to destroy humankind 

completely. However, one man, Noah, has earned God’s favor because of his blameless behavior. God speaks to Noah and promises 

to establish a special covenant with Noah and his family. He instructs Noah to build an ark, or boat, large enough to hold Noah’s 

family and pairs of every kind of living animal while God sends a great flood to destroy the earth. Noah does so, his family and the 

animals enter the ark, and rain falls in a deluge for forty days, submerging the earth in water for more than a year. When the waters 

finally recede, God calls Noah’s family out of the ark and reaffirms his covenant with Noah. Upon exiting the ark, Noah’s family finds 

that the earth is moist and green again. God promises that from this new fertile earth will follow an equally fertile lineage for Noah 

and his family. But humankind must follow certain rules to maintain this favor: humans must not eat meat with blood still in it, and 

anyone who murders another human must also be killed. God vows never to destroy the earth again, and he designates the rainbow 

to be a symbol of his covenant. 

Chapter 6  

Key Verses Genesis 6:1-8 

1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,2 That the sons 

of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.3 And the Lord said, My 

spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.4 There were 

giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare 

children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.5 And God saw that the wickedness of man 

was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.6 And it repented the 

Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.7 And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have 

created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I 

have made them.8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 

The first story is contained in verses 1-4.  In these verses we see the people of God doing what they are supposed to be doing, 

multiplying and filling the earth.  At the same time though, we see creation (meaning heaven and earth) continuing to wander far 

from God.  The wandering in this story is that “the sons of God” or “Nephilim” look favorably on human women, have children with 

them and those children become the ancient heroes and warriors of antiquity.  This mixing between heaven and earth is not part of 

God’s orderly plan for creation, where there is a place for everything and everything has its place.  In a sense, even those in heaven 

are not living as God desires.   

God flooded the Earth because of human wickedness, but it wasn’t entirely human’s fault. Angels came down from heaven and “saw 

that the daughters of humans were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose.” According to ancient sources like Enoch, 

once the evil angels and humans mated, their offspring were giants. 

These giants were called Nephilim, and “they were the heroes of old, men of renown.”  

Just a few chapters ago, God looked at all He had made on the earth and called it good (Genesis 1:31). Several hundred years after 

Adam and Eve walked out of Eden, God sees a very different world. Human sinfulness has made it far from good. This trend towards 

sin is certainly not out of forgetfulness. Adam and his children all live hundreds of years, maintaining a long line of eyewitnesses to 

God's work on earth. And yet, many terrible things begin to happen in the world of man. 

For one thing, the members of a mysterious group described as the "sons of God" begin to take human wives and reproduce. Their 

offspring became heroic and famous and, apparently, quite powerful on the earth. There is frequent debate over the nature of these 

men. Some speculate that they were humans of large physical build. Others suggest these were the offspring of humans and 

demons. Or that they were aliens. While the number of possible interpretations is almost infinite, the Bible devotes very little time 

to this particular idea. Rather, it seems to be a footnote in the story of the flood. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gpMEvJRI-pQ


Chapter 7  

Key Verses Genesis 7:1-7,  And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous 

before me in this generation.2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that 

are not clean by two, the male and his female.3 Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive 

upon the face of all the earth.4 For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every 

living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth.5 And Noah did according unto all that the Lord 

commanded him.6 And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.7 And Noah went in, and his 

sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood. 

NOAH PREPARES FOR THE FLOOD (7:1-5): 
 Because Noah was righteous before God, God promised to keep him alive in the ark during the worldwide flood. God also wanted to 
preserve many of His animal creations, so He told Noah to take 7 pairs of all “clean” animals into the ark along with one pair of all 
“unclean” animals. 
  
God told Noah the flood was going to begin in 7 days, and it would rain continually for 40 days and 40 nights. 
 
THE FLOOD (7:6-24): 
Noah was 600 years old when the earth was flooded. Noah’s wife, his sons, and his son’s wives accompanied him on the ark. God 
shut and sealed the door before the deluge started. “In the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the 
 fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the earth…” (7:11-12). 
The water rose so high the highest mountains were covered by at least 15 cubits. “And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, 
livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind” (7:21). The waters remained on the earth for 150 
days 
 
The Hebrew phrase translated “seven pairs” literally means “seven sevens,” so there is some question as to whether Noah took 
seven specimens of each “clean” species (three pairs and an extra) or seven pairs. Either way, he was told to take more clean 
animals than unclean on the ark. Only the unclean animals came in pairs (Genesis 6:19). 
 
Leviticus 11 defines the difference between clean and unclean animals, but Noah lived before the giving of the Law. We are not told 
how Noah knew which animals were clean and unclean, but he obviously knew the difference. Sacrifices to God were made before 
the Mosaic Law (Genesis 4:4), which means God had somehow communicated to man what animals were suitable for sacrifice (and, 
later, for eating). 
 
Leviticus 11 specifies which birds, land animals, and sea creatures were clean and unclean. Here are a few of the clean and unclean 
animals in those lists: 
 
Clean animals: land animals that chew the cud and have a divided hoof, such as cattle, deer, goats, and sheep; seafood with both 
fins and scales, such as bluegill, grouper, and cod; certain birds, including chickens, doves, and ducks; and even some insects, such as 
grasshoppers and locusts. 
 
Unclean animals: land animals that either do not chew the cud or do not have a split hoof, such as pigs, dogs, cats, horses, donkeys, 
and rats; seafood lacking either fins or scales, such as shellfish, lobster, oysters, and catfish; some birds, such as owls, hawks, and 
vultures; and other animals, such as reptiles and amphibians. 
 
While the New Testament teaches that we are no longer judged regarding what foods we eat (Colossians 2:16), nutritionists have 
noted that the listings of clean and unclean foods in the Old Testament actually provide a guideline for a healthy diet. In a time 
period lacking modern food safety techniques, a diet consisting of only clean animals would have protected people against many 
health problems. 
 
Ultimately, God’s distinction between clean and unclean animals was about more than one’s diet. Many of God’s regulations were to 
remind His people, Israel, that they were set apart to worship the one, true God. The original audience of Genesis 7, during Moses’ 
day, would have associated the reference to clean animals with the animals God had given them for food as well as sacrifice. It 
would only make sense to include more clean animals than unclean on the ark. Noah made a sacrifice immediately after the Flood 
(Genesis 8:20). Since seven (or seven pairs) of every clean animal had been aboard, the sacrifices would still have left plenty of 
animals to begin replenishing the earth. 
 
 
 


